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Criterion 1: Within the Japanese Mixed Forest biogeographic region, this type of low moor
wetland is uncommon and not widely distributed. This site is a sac—like sediment filled valley
and in the central part, an unique approximately 40-meter—-deep, nearly continuous peat layer
has very deeply accumulated. This allows for an analysis of changes in climate and vegetation
during the past one hundred thousand years.

Criterion 2: The Japanese yellow bunting regularly uses this wetland as a migratory spot.

Criterion 3: Within this biogeographic region, the wetland is considered as a hot spot in
context of biodiversity and more than 2,000 species of animals and plants inhabit and grow
in the area, including many threatened species of aquatic and wetland plants, among which
specially Marsilea quadrifolia (European Water Clover), Persicaria foliosa var. paludicola,
and Eusteralis yatabeana (Japanese Yellow Bunting), are associated with paddy cultivation.
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